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Synopsis 

A story of mix-ups, mess-ups and making the most of second chances. Who are you when you are forced to walk 

in someone else's shoes? Nisha Cantor and Sam Kemp are two very different women. Nisha, 45, lives the 

globetrotting life of the seriously wealthy, until her husband inexplicably cuts her off entirely. She doesn't even 

have the shoes she was, until a moment ago, standing in. That's because Sam - 47, middle-aged, struggling to 

keep herself and her family afloat - has accidentally taken Nisha's gym bag. Now Nisha's got nothing. And Sam's 

walking tall with shoes that catch eyes - and give her a career an unexpected boost. Except Nisha wants her life 

back - and she'll start with her shoes... Someone Else's Shoes is a funny, moving and heartfelt story about how, 

for any of us just one little thing can suddenly change everything.  

Author Biography 

Jojo Moyes is a novelist and journalist. Her books include the bestsellers Me Before You, After You and Still 

Me, The Girl You Left Behind, The One Plus One and her short story collection Paris for One and Other Stories. 

Her novels have been translated into forty-six languages, have hit the number one spot in twelve countries and 

have sold over fifty million copies worldwide. 

Me Before You has now sold over fourteen million copies worldwide and was adapted into a major film starring 

Sam Claflin and Emilia Clarke. 

Jojo’s next book, Someone Else’s Shoes, is out now in hardback, eBook, and audiobook. 

Jojo lives in Essex. 

Someone else’s 

shoes By Jojo, Moyes  

First published in  2023 

Genre and Subject 

 Domestic fiction  Humorous fiction 

 Female friendship -- fiction 

 Life change events -- fiction 



 

PAGE 2 OF 2 

Discussion Starters 

1. Sam and Nisha are very different women—Nisha lives a life of luxury and privilege; Sam is struggling to make 

ends meet and always has. And yet both of them share the quality of grit, of determination, that sees each of 

them through hard times. In Nisha’s case, she is also fueled by anger. Do you think that’s true of Sam as well—

and is that common among the women you know? 

2. Were you surprised when you learned Nisha’s own history and how she became the wife of an extremely 

wealthy man? 

3. Sam’s work situation is, sadly, still all too common for working women. Have you ever been in a work 

situation where you felt unfairly judged, especially for being a woman, and, if so, how did you manage it? 

4. What did you think about Sam and Phil’s marriage? Did you think she should have let herself pursue a 

possible love affair with Joel or did you feel she and Phil were going to rekindle the spark of their relationship? 

5. This book is about nothing if not about female friendship. What did you like best about the relationships 

among the women? Who was the character you liked best, and which one did you relate to the most? 

6. When asked about her inspiration for this book, Jojo Moyes said, “Like many people, I’ve had a tough couple 

of years, and I found myself being drawn to books, movies, and television that were lighter and that took me out 

of myself for an hour or two, and maybe left me feeling a little better for it.” Have you had a similar experience 

with the entertainment you seek out? Did this book provide it? 

7. Sam feels that she has lost herself among the demands of her family. It’s not until she starts to box, learns to 

trust her own skills at work, and develops a solid group of friends that she truly feels confident. Do you ever feel 

lost among the responsibilities that weigh on you? What do you do to feel like yourself again? 

8. After successfully negotiating her first deal while wearing the red crocodile shoes, Sam worries that she’s 

“letting down the sisterhood” by using the sexiness of her new appearance to her advantage at work. What do 

you think? Is it OK to use appearance-based tactics when it comes to business? 

9. Have you ever worn an outfit or an item of clothing that made you feel powerful? What was it? What changed 

for you? 

10. Is Nisha a good mother to Ray? By the end of the book, did he receive the kind of support he needed? Why 

do you think Juliana was willing to come back into Nisha’s life to help Ray?

 

If you liked this book, you may also like… 

• The switch by Beth, O’Leary. 

• The life swap by Barbara Hannay.  

 

Author biography from https://www.jojomoyes.com/about-jojo/ 

Discussion starters from https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/612681/someone-elses-shoes-by-jojo-
moyes/9781984879318/readers-guide/ 

  


